
THE BAR MITZVAH OF 

LUCA DAVID BECKER
SATURDAY, APRIL 24, 2021 ² ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI

DEAR FAMILY & FRIENDS
Welcome and thank you for joining us in celebration of Luca becoming a Bar Mitzvah. We are so happy that you 
can share our joy in this special day. Today, Luca will stand before all of us, family and friends, and commence 
his own independent journey to discover his connection to G-d, the Torah and the Jewish people. The service 
will be available by visiting lucabeckerbarmitvah.com beginning at 11 am on Saturday, April 24th.

The Bar Mitzvah is the culmination of studying Hebrew and the beginning of a life-long religious commitment. 
Reciting from the Torah is the first public demonstration of Luca’s role in the Jewish Community. Being 
thirteen, he is now responsible for his own actions, spirituality, ethics, and morals. Through his love of learning 
and inquisitive mind, we are certain that Luca is ready to travel along his own Jewish path for years to come.

With love and gratitude,

IRINA & DAN

THE SERVICE
Luca has earned the honor of leading this morning’s service in both Hebrew and English. He will chant this 
week’s passage in Hebrew from the Torah. The Torah is a sacred scroll, which is inscribed by hand with a quill 
on parchment. The Torah contains no vowels or punctuation, which makes Torah reading a special skill. The 
first time that a Jewish child is allowed to read from the Torah is on their special day of becoming a Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah.

Before Luca reads from the Torah, the ornamental cover is removed.  Luca uses a yad (pointer) to protect the 
parchment, as well as to keep his place. The Torah reading is an integral part of every Sabbath and festival 
service in the Temple. By leading today’s service, reading a section of the Torah and reading the Haftarah, Luca 
demonstrates his ability to perform religious duties and Mitzvot (commandments).

Special family members are given honors during this time and are invited to chant the Torah blessings before 
and after the Torah reading. These are called Aliyah.

THE KADDISH
The closing prayer of the service includes the Kaddish (memorial prayer), which will be led by the rabbi.  
Of all our prayers, the Kaddish connects us with the source of life. The Aramaic Kaddish thanks God for the 
gifts of love and memory which remain after a loved one has passed away. Although it is commonly known as 
the mourner’s prayer, it contains no mention of death. It is a prayer of hope for the future.  

At this time, we would especially like to remember Silvia and Albert Krawll, Evelyn and Hyman Becker, Brony 
Granovskiy, and Maria and Samuel Kogan. We know that they are with us today in spirit.



HONORS
USHERS

Aden Sher ² Jack Becker
Cousins

FIRST ALIYAH
Joyce and Richard Becker ² Liliya and Gennady Kogan

Grandparents

SECOND ALIYAH
Irina and Dan Becker, Parents

Avi and Max, Brothers

DRESSING/UNDRESSING OF THE TORAH
Lauren Becker ² Aden Sher ² Jack Becker ² Kate Becker

 Cousins

PASSING THE TORAH 
FROM GENERATION TO GENERATION

Mark Granovskiy 
Joyce and Richard 
Liliya and Gennady

Irina and Dan to the Bar Mitzvah, Luca David Becker

LIFTING THE TORAH
Dan Becker

Father

THANK YOU
Thank you to all of the wonderful family and friends, who have helped make this day so special for Luca!

To Rabbi Andrea Goldstein, Cantor Seth Warner, Marcy Thal and all of Luca’s rabbis and teachers, thank you 
for preparing Luca so well for his expedition.

To Bubbe Joyce and Poppy Richard Becker for the wonderful Shabbat dinner.

To Mima Liliya and Papa Gennady Kogan for the beautiful spring floral arrangements.

To Karen and Howard Sher, and Mike Becker for the wonderful homemade challah and ceremonial wine at the 
Kiddush Luncheon.  

In addition, we are grateful to all the Grandparents for the years of love, support, care and driving. It truly takes 
a village. 

To Bubbe Joyce Becker for the beautiful kippah she crocheted for Luca. May he find numerous occasions to 
use it for many, many years to come.

To our family and friends who have joined us to share this special day with us. 


























